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Amendm ents to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of defining an order for sending a plurality of requests 
for statistics to an associated plurality of nodes in a communication network, one or moTe 
requests of said plurality of requests being associated with an individual node of said associated 
plurality of nodes and each of said associated plurality of nodes having one or more node 
attributes, said method comprising steps of : 

defining for each node of said associated plurality of nodes a translated value related to a 
value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of each of said 
associated plurality of nodes, 

after all trammed values of said associalMj^tafo defining a 

sequence for sending said plurality of requests to be sent to said associated plurality of 
nodes, said sequence based on [[a]] sgd value of [[a]] said selected node attribute and a 
ranking of said all translated values o £soid ono or mor e nodo attributes of each of said 
assooiatod plurality of nodoa ; and 

initiating each of said plurality of requests according to said sequence- 
Claim 2. (Cancelled) 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Ihfi method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said step of defining said sequence 
comprises selecting two or more of said node attributes and for each of said two or more of said 
node attributes, refining ranking of said associated plurality of nodes based on said value of said 
each of said two or more of said node attributes. 

J23031-3396J3 
TDO-RED M277433 v. / 



PA0E 1 1/25 * RCVD AT 7/20/2005 1:27:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 * DNIS:27383(M) ^ CSID: * DURATION (mnvss):05^4 



Ju 1-20-05 



01:27pm 



Fron- 



T-227 P 012/025 F-990 



Serial No. 09/833,531 

Reply to Office Action of April 21, 2005 



-4- 



Claim 4. (Currently Amended) [[A)] Jhg method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, 

said method further comprisi ng steps p f: 



receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from said associated plurality of nodes 
which received said plurality of requests; and 

tracking a number of outstanding requests in a segment of said network, said segment 
associated with said associated plurality of nodes, said number of outstanding requests 
relating to a number of said plurality of requests in said segment for which responses 
have not been received, said number of said outstanding requests associated with an 
upper bound number; 

and 

wherein said step of initiating each of said plurality of requests comprises comparing said 
number of outstanding requests in said segment with said upper bound number and initiating one 
request of said plurality of requests when said number of outstanding requests in said segment is 
less than said upper bound number. 

Claim 5, (Currently Amended) [[A]] Jhe. method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, 

said method further comprising steps.of : 

receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from each of said associated plurality of 
nodes which received said plurality of requests; and 

tracking a number of outstanding requests for said each of said associated plurality of 
nodes, said number of outstanding requests for said each of said associated plurality of 
nodes relating to a number of said plurality of requests for said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes for which responses have not been received, each said number of said 
outstanding requests associated with an upper bound number; 

and 
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wherein for each of said associated plurality of nodes, said st^gf initiating each of said plurality 
of requests when said number of said outstanding requests is less than said upper bound number, 
said each of said plurality of requests being sent independently to said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 5, wherein said upper bound number for said each of 
said associated plurality of nodes is separately defined for said each of said associated plurality 
of nodes in said segment 

Claim 7, (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, wherein: 

said value of said selected node attribute comprises a value representing a number of said 
plurality of requests to be initiated for each of said associated plurality of nodes in a time 
interval; and 

said step of defining said sequence ranks said associated plurality of nodes in descending 
order utilizing each of said values of said selected node attribute of said associated 
plurality of nodes. 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, wherein: 

said selected node attribute is a response time of each of said associated plurality of 
nodes to previous requests of said plurality of requests; and 

said gtegjif defining said sequence ranks said associated plurality of nodes in descending 
order utilizing each of said values of said selected node attribute of said associated 
plurality of nodes. 
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Claim 9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, wherein: 

said selected node attribute identifies an operating characteristic of each of said 
associated plurality of nodes; and 

said step of defining said sequence ranks said associated plurality of nodes in a 
predetermined order utilizing each of said values of said selected node attribute of said 
associated plurality of nodes. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 9, wherein: 

said operating characteristic indicates wireless and non-wireless transmission 
technologies associated with said each of said associated plurality of nodes; and 

said stSLof defining said sequence ranks said associated plurality of nodes utilizing 
values of said operating characteristic, ranking nodes of said associated plurality of nodes 
having wireless transmission technologies with a higher priority. 

Claim 1 1 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said method is embodied in a computer 
program. 

Claim 12. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said method is repeated in a cyclic time 
interval. 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of defining an order for sending a plurality of 
requests for statistics as claimed in Claim 4 t 

wherein said method further cotnttriscs a sten of Qnmprfoirift : 
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tracking a second number of other outstanding requests for said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes, said second number of other outstanding requests for said each of said 
associated plurality of nodes relating to a number of said plurality of requests for said 
each of said associated plurality of nodes for which responses have not been received, 
each said second number of other outstanding requests associated with a nodal upper 
bound number; and 

wherein said steo_of initiating each of said plurality of requests is performed when said number 
of said outstanding requests for said segment is less than said upper bound number and said 
second number of other outstanding requests is less than said nodal upper bound number for said 
individual node associated with said each of said plurality of requests. 

Claim 14. (Currently Amended) A statistics collection unit associated with a communication 
network; said communication network comprising a plurality of nodes and each of said nodes 
having one or more node attributes, said statistics collection unit comprising: 

a computer, and 

a program executed on said computer, said program comprising: 



a sequencing module defining a sequence for sending a plurality of requests for 
statistics to be sent to an associated plurality of nodes of said plurality of nodes, 
one or more requests of said plurality of requests being associated with an 
individual node of said associated plurality of nodes, said sequence based on a 
value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of each of 
said associated plurality of nodes; aad 

an initiating module initiating each of said plurality of requests according to said 
sequence [(.]] : and 

a translation module defining for each node of said associated pluralit yjpf nodesa 
translated value related to said value nf sai d.Sfitec.teAjlode attribute prior to 
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wherein sa id sefl ueflcing module utilizes a ranking of all translated values of said associated 
plurality of nodes to define said seq , uqnce. 

Claim 15, (Cancelled) 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The statistics collection unit as claimed in Claim 14, 
wherein said d e fining said s e quenc e in said sequencing module defines said sequence bv 
comprises selecting two or more of said node attributes and for each of said two or more of said 
node attributes, and refining said ranking of said associated plurality of nodes based on said 
value of said each of said two or more of said node attributes. 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Jig statistics collection unit as claimed in Claim 14, 
wherein: 

said program further comprises: 

a receiving module receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from said 
associated plurality of nodes which received said plurality of requests; and 
a tracking module tracking a number of outstanding requests in a segment of said 
communication network, said segment comprising said associated plurality of 
nodes, said number of outstanding requests relating to a number of said plurality 
of requests in said segment for which responses have not been received, said 
number of said outstanding requests associated with an upper bound number; 

and 

said initiating module initiates each of said plurality of requests by comparing said 
number of outstanding requests in said segment with said upper bound number and 
initiating one request of said plurality of requests when said number of outstanding 
requests in said segment is less than said upper bound number. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Th& statistics collection unit as claimed in Claim 14, 
wherein: 
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said program further comprises: 

a receiving module receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from each of 
said associated plurality of nodes which received said plurality of requests; and 
a tracking module tracking a number of outstanding requests for said each of said 
associated plurality of uodes> said number of outstanding requests for said each of 
said associated plurality of nodes relating to a number of said plurality of requests 
for said each of said associated plurality of nodes for which responses have not 
been received, each said number of said outstanding requests associated with an 
upper bound number; and 

for each of said associated plurality of nodes, said initiation module initiates each of said 
plurality of requests when said number of said outstanding requests is less than said upper 
bound number, said each of said plurality of requests being sent independently to said 
each of said associated plurality of nodes. 

Claim 19. (Cancelled) 

Claim 20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as - claim e d in 
Claim 19. in a communic ation n etwork r said apparatus comprising: 

a device defining a sequence for sending a plurality of requests for statistics to be sent 
flpm said statistics collec tion unit to an associated plurality of nodes of said plurality of 
nodes in said segment, 

wherein for said device 

one or more requests of said plurality of requests is associated with an individual node of 
said associated plurality of nodes; 

each of said associated plurality of nodes has one or more node attributes; 

said sequence is based on a ranking of said associated plurality of nodes based on a value 
of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of each of said associated 
plurality of nodes; and 
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said device initiates each of said plurality of requests according to said sequence. 

Claim 21. (Currently Amended) [[An]] The apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein: 

said device defines for each node of said associated plurality of nodes a translated value 
related to said value of said selected node attribute prior to said defining said sequence; 
and 

said poquonco io baaed on a ranking is based on [[of]] all of said translated values. 

Claim 22. (Currently Amended) [[An]] The apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein for said device said defining said sequence comprises selecting 
two or more of said node attributes and for each of said two or more of said node attributes, 
refining sa^ ranking of said associated plurality of nodes based on said value of said each of said 
two or more of said node attributes. 

Claim 23. (Currently Amended) [[An]] Hjg apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein said device: 

receives data regarding a plurality of responses from said associated plurality of nodes 
which received said plurality of requests; 

tracks a number of outstanding requests in a segment of said network, said segment 
comprising said associated plurality of said nodes, said number of outstanding requests 
relating to a number of said plurality of requests in said segment for which responses 
have not been received, said number of said outstanding requests associated with an 
upper bound number; and 

initiates each of said plurality of requests by comparing said number of outstanding 
requests in said segment with said upper bound number and initiating one request of said 
plurality of requests when said number of outstanding requests in said segment is less 
than said upper bound number. 
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Claim 24. (Currently Amended) [[An]] Thg apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein said device: 

receives data regarding a plurality of responses from each of said associated plurality of 
nodes which received said plurality of requests; 

tracks a number of outstanding requests for said each of said associated plurality of 
nodes, said number of outstanding requests for said each of said associated plurality of 
nodes relating to a number of said plurality of requests for said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes for which responses have not been received, each said number of said 
outstanding requests associated with an upper bound number; and 

for each of said associated plurality of nodes, initiates each of said plurality of requests 
when said number of outstanding requests is less than said upper bound number, said 
each of said plurality of requests being sent independently to said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes. 

Claim 25. (Currently Amended) [[An]] The apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 24, wherein said upper bound number for said each of said associated plurality 
of nodes is separately defined for said each of said associated plurality of nodes in said segment. 

Claim 26. (Currently Amended) [[An]] Hxe apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein: 

said selected node attribute comprises a value representing a number of said plurality of 
requests to be initiated for each of said associated plurality of nodes in a time interval; 
and 

said d_e>ric.e defines defining said sequence bv ranking ranks said associated plurality of 
nodes in descending order utilizing each of said value of said selected node attribute of 
said associated plurality of nodes. 

Claim 27, (Currently Amended) [[An]] The apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein: 
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said selected node attribute is a response time of each of said individual nodes to previous 
requests of said plurality of requests; and 

said device defines rin fmin g said sequence bvranking rank s said associated plurality of 
nodes in descending order utilizing each of said value of said selected node attribute of 
said associated plurality of nodes. 

Claim 28. (Cuirently Amended) [[An]] The apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 20, wherein: 

said selected node attribute identifies an operating characteristic of each of said 
. associated plurality of nodes; and 

said device defines d e fining said sequence bv ranking ranks said associated plurality of 
nodes in a predetermined order utilizing each of said value of said selected node attribute 
of said associated plurality of nodes. 

Claim 29. (Currently Amended) [[An]] Xhg apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit as 
claimed in Claim 28, wherein: 

said operating characteristic indicates wireless and non-wireless transmission 
technologies associated with said each of said associated plurality of nodes; and 

said device defines dofining said sequence bv ranking ranks said associated plurality of 
nodes utilizing values of said operating characteristic, ranking nodes of said associated 
plurality of nodes having wireless transmission technologies with a higher priority. 

Claim 30. (Currently Amended) A computer executable program for use on a communication 
network, said communication network comprising a plurality of nodes, said computer executable 
program executing the steps of: 

defining a sequence for sending a plurality of requests for statistics to an associated 
plurality of said nodes of said plurality of node sJyyLselecting two or more of said node 
at tributes and for each of said two or more o^saidjXQdfi- attributes and ranking said 
associated plurality of nodes based on said value of said.eachjoJLsaid two or more of said 
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node attributes, one or more requests of said plurality of requests being associated with 
an individual node of said associated plurality of nodes and each of said associated 
plurality of nodes having one or more node attributes, said sequence being based on a 
value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of each of said 
associated plurality of nodes; and 

initiating each of said plurality of requests according to said sequence. 

Claim 3 1 * (Currently Amended) [[A]] Xhg computer executable program as claimed in Claim 30, 
said computer executable program further executing the step of defining for each node of said 
associated plurality of nodes a translated value related to said value of said selected node 
attribute prior to said defining said sequence and wherein said sequence is based on a ranking of 
all of said translated values. 

Claim 32 (Cancelled) 

Claim 33. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Ihe computer executable program as claimed in Claim 3Q, 
wherein 

said computer executable program further executing the steps of 

receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from said associated plurality of 
nodes which received said plurality of requests; and 

tracking a number of outstanding requests in a segment of said communication 
network, said segment comprising said associated plurality of nodes, said number 
of outstanding requests relating to a number of said plurality of requests in said 
segment for which responses have not been received, said number of said 
outstanding requests associated with an upper bound number; 

and 

said initiat i ve each of said plurality of requests comprises is initiated by comparing said 
number of outstanding requests in said segment with said upper bound number and 
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initiating one request of said plurality of requests when said number of outstanding 
requests in said segment is less than said upper bound number. 

Claim 34. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer executable program as claimed in Claim 30, 
wherein 

said computer executable program fbrther executing the steps of 

receiving data regarding a plurality of responses from each of said associated 
plurality of nodes which received said plurality of requests; and 
tracking a number of outstanding requests for said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes, said number of outstanding requests for said each of said 
associated plurality of nodes relating to a number of said plurality of requests for 
said each of said associated plurality of nodes for which responses have not been 
received, each said number of said outstanding requests associated with an upper 
bound number, and 

for each of said associated plurality of nodes, said initiating each of said plurality of 
requests isjnitiated when said number of outstanding requests is less than said upper 
bound number, said each of said plurality of requests being sent independently to said 
each of said associated plurality of nodes. 
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